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the power search limits the power of the
user to define the search terms.—7AD

Google!

google.stanford.edu Searching the Web has
increasingly become a two-stage
process—execute a search, then
wade through the results trying to
find what you're actually looking
for. Google!, an ongoing research
project at Stanford University, helps
you access the most relevant finds
more quickly, and

GoogleDPageRarkl X, N = AL hMNDT A MR X X 7 L) IR Gl <
TUXUT Ty I =T HILIE ST BEORNT LR T EARLE D & Lz
DI, TOHEMFOBLT-5F T %70 OB S) Tho,

live page for time-sensitive information.

If you’re used to performing complex
Boolean searches, you'll find Google!’s
search capabilities limiting. It really offers
only simple keyword searching.

it works.

rivals  Yahoo! for

Google! has cached many pages in its database for a quick ==
ook to make sure it's want you wanted.

finding that handful
of key sites you may be looking for.

The site’s unique PageRank func-
tion indicates how many Web pages
point to a particular document.

Google! uses PageRank to decide
which documents in the result set
you might want to see first. For example
when searching for the National Institutes
of Health, we entered the acronym NIH,
and the NIH home page appeared at the
top of our list. Google! is so confident that
it includes an “I'm feeling lucky” button
that retrieves Google!’s top pick for your
search.

Google!’s large collection of cached
pages is equally useful. We found our-
selves visiting a document’s cached page
to assess its relevance, then linking to the

Click “I'm feeling lucky”
and get sent directly to
@ the number-one hit for
your query. It's not luck

with AltaVista. GoTo.com uses Inktomi’s
search engine (also the power behind
HotBot and MSN Web Search, and the
backup at Yahoo!), so your results are
pretty good for a simple
search, although the engine is
not as good as Google!’s or
Yahoo!’s at finding you that
one key site. And if you want
4l the power to refine your query or
1 createa complex one, you're bet-
ter off at HotBot.

The one overt twist that
GoTo.com adds to the Inktomi
results is an advertising scheme
that enables companies to “bid”
on search terms, which will push
their listings to the top of the
results screen. A search for a pop-
ular topic (or a particularly com-

The ability to truncate search terms would
be a welcome addition to this promising
new site.—Breck Witte

GoTo.com

www.goto.com You won’t find a more
straightforward interface than GoTo
.com’s. Basically, you can only type in a
keyword query. The site permits no fur-
ther customization of a search once it has
been run, and you have to learn advanced
features from the Search Tips section, as

— mercial one) will show the cost to
the advertiser for where they appear in
the result ranking. More esoteric queries
such as Toni Morrison’s Beloved won’t
yield any bids, butthey will still return a
decent set of results—Deborah
Wassertzug

HotBot

www.hothot.com Advanced search capa-
bilities, a large Web index, and unparal-
leled graphical query-building aids make
HotBot a valuable tool for both experi-
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